Dr.  Stefan  Bachu  Honoured  as  Nobel  Laureate 


When  former  US 
Vice-President 
A1  Gore  and  the 
Intergovernmental 
Panel  on  Climate 
Change  (IPCC)  shared 
the  2007  Nobel  Peace 
Prize,  the  IPCC  sent 
to  the  scientists,  who 
had  contributed  to 
the  IPCC’s  effort  and 
body  of  work,  letters  of 
recognition  confirming 
their  Nobel  laureate 
status.  Dr.  Stefan 
Bachu  of  the  Alberta 
Geological  Survey  was 
one  of  the  scientists  who 
received  this  prestigious 
designation. 


Carbon  Sequestration  Leadership  Forum 
Capacity  Building  Workshop 
for  Emerging  Economies 

Workshop  para  Capacitagao  de 

Economias  Emergentes  ^ 


Porto  Alegre  - Brazil  - October  1 8 -19, 2007 


The  award  recognizes  Dr.  Bachu’s  efforts  in 
disseminating  his  expert  knowledge  about  climate 
change  mitigation  through  C02  capture  and  storage  in 
geological  media.  This  information  will  help  further  the 
world’s  efforts  in  counteracting  global  warming. 

Stefan  learned  of  his  Nobel  laureate  status  just  before 
leaving  for  a Carbon  Sequestration  Leadership  Forum  in 
Brazil.  “To  be  honest,  it  didn’t  really  sink  in  until  I saw 
other  people’s  reactions.  They  treated  me  like  a celebrity. 
I feel  quite  humbled  by  the  whole  experience.” 

The  Alberta  Geological  Survey  congratulates  Stefan  in 
this  significant  achievement.  ❖ 
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Alberta  Beneath  Our  Feet 
Wins  Award 


The  publication  Alberta  Beneath  Our  Feet:  The  Story 
of  Our  Rocks  and  Fossils  has  won  the  Association  of 
Earth  Science  Editors  (AESE)  Award  for  Outstanding 
Publication.  The  book  won  the  print  category  at  the 
association's  annual  meeting  in  Calgary  on 
September  4-7,  2007. 


"Earth  is  the  very  foundation  of  Alberta.  Not 
only  do  we  stand  on  it,  grow  our  food  on  it,  and 
gather  innumberable  resources  from  it,  but  we 
have  also  evolved  from  it.  To  understand  how 
we  came  to  inherit  such  a bountiful  planet,  we 
must  go  back  into  the  dim  past  and  see  what  a 
geologist  sees  in  the  rocks.  That  is  the  intention 
of  this  book  — to  show  how  this  province  came 
into  being,  from  the  beginning  of  the  universe  to 
the  present  day." 


Several  current  and  former  Alberta  Geological 
Survey  staff  members  contributed  significantly  to  this 
publication.  Brian  Hitchon  was  the  editor  and  authored 
much  of  Chapter  One  (Beginnings)  and  Chapter  Two 
(Alberta  Through  Time),  Wylie  Hamilton  wrote  most  of 
Chapter  Three  (Resources  from  the  Rocks)  and  the  late 
John  Godfrey  authored  Chapter  Four  (Urban  Geology). 
Other  staff  members  who  contributed  were  Rick 
Richardson  and  Dixon  Edwards.  ♦> 


Rock  Chips  is  published  four  times  a year  by  the 
Alberta  Geological  Survey  in  the  spring, 
summer,  fall  and  winter. 

Individual  articles,  statistics  and  other 
information  in  this  publication  may  be 
reproduced  or  quoted  without  permission  as 
long  as  the  EUB/AGS  is  credited. 

Past  and  present  issues  of  Rock  Chips  may  be 
viewed  on  the  AGS  website  located  at 
www.ags.gov.ab.ca. 

To  receive  the  paper  version  of  Rock  Chips,  ask 
to  be  placed  on  our  complimentary  mailing  list. 
Contact  our  Edmonton  office  by 

• e-mail:  EUB.AGS-lnfosales@eub.ca 
•Fax:  (780) 422-1918 

• Tel:  (780)  422-1927 

If  you  are  currently  receiving  the  paper  edition 
and  have  a change  of  name  or  address,  please 
forward  corrections  to  one  of  the  contacts 
above. 

All  AGS  reports  are  available  for  purchase 
from  the  AGS  Information  Centre  in  Edmonton. 
Orders  may  be  placed  in  person  or  by  phone, 
fax,  or  e-mail  at  the  following  address: 

Alberta  Energy  and  Utilities  Board 

Alberta  Geological  Survey 

Information  Centre 

4th  Floor,  Twin  Atria  Building 

4999  - 98th  Avenue 

Edmonton,  Alberta 

Canada  T6B2X3 

Tel:  (780)  422-1927 

Fax:  (780)  422-1918 

e-mail:  EUB.AGS-lnfosales@eub.ca 

Prepayment  is  required.  We  accept 
Visa/Mastercard,  cheque  or  money  order  or  a 
current  EUB  account  number.  GST  is  included 
in  our  prices. 

Abstracts  of  most  of  our  reports  may  be  found 
on  our  website  at  www.ags.gov.ab.ca. 

Clients  in  the  Calgary  area  may  view  AGS 
publications  at  the  Alberta  Energy  and  Utilities 
Board  Library,  640  - 5th  Avenue  SW. 

Tel:  (780)  297-8242 
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MCRF  Hosts  International  Visitors 


On  June  29th,  2007,  a group  of  politicians  and 
government  geologists  from  the  Knaty-Manisiyak 
Autonomous  Region,  Russia,  came  to  Alberta  to  visit 
the  Alberta  Energy  and  Utilities  Board  (EUB)  Core 
Research  Centre  (CRC)  in  Calgary  and  the  Alberta 
Geological  Survey  Mineral  Core  Research  Facility 
(MCRF)  in  Edmonton.  The  visit  to  Alberta  provided  an 
opportunity  for  the  Russian  delegation  to  tour  the  EUB's 
facilities,  and  gain  an  understanding  of  the  policies  and 
regulations  of  drillcore  collection  and  storage,  as  the 
regional  government  for  Knaty-Mansiyak  has  recently 
opened  a new  core  facility. 

The  Knaty-Mansiyak  Region  is  in  Siberia,  the  central 
part  of  Russia.  Oil  production  in  the  Knaty-Mansiyak 
region  accounts  for  57%  of  Russia's  total  oil  production 
and  7.5%  of  global  production  (2005  figures),  making 
this  an  important  oil-producing  region.  The  visiting 
delegation  consisted  of  11  Russian  visitors  (including 
the  regional  Minister  of  Energy),  as  well  as  the  host  and 
translator. 

The  visitors  were  given  a brief  geological  history  of 
Alberta.  It  was  explained  that  the  dominance  of  the 
petroleum-rich  Western  Canada  Sedimentary  Basin  on 
the  overall  geology  is  the  reason  for  the  extensive  oil 
and  gas  drilling  in  Alberta.  Uranium  and  diamonds  are 
the  most  prospective  mineral  commodities  in  Alberta, 
which  is  why  the  majority  of  the  core  stored  at  the 
MCRF  is  from  the  uranium-rich  Athabasca  basin  in 
northeast  Alberta,  and  the  Buffalo  Head  Hills  in  north- 
central  Alberta. 

The  tour  of  the  MCRF  was  given  by  John  Jamieson, 
Tanya  Matveeva  and  Rob  Natyshen  of  AGS.  Tanya,  who 
is  fluent  in  both  English  and  Russian,  assisted  with  the 
translating  for  the  group.  The  tour  provided  an  overview 
of  the  MCRF's  purpose  and  function.  The  primary 
difference  between  the  MCRF  and  the  CRC  is  the  type 
of  core  stored.  The  CRC  mainly  stores  core  related  to  oil 


Oil  wells  in  the  Knaty-Mansiyak  region  (courtesy  of  www.admhmao. 
ru/english). 


and  gas  exploration  in  the  province,  whereas  the  MCRF 
stores  core  related  to  metallic,  precious  and  industrial 
mineral  exploration.  The  size  of  the  facilities  - the  CRC 
contains  approximately  1.5  million  metres  of  core  while 
the  MCRF  contains  57  000  metres  - reflects  the  current 
and  historic  state  of  both  the  oil  and  gas,  and  mineral 
industries  in  Alberta. 

The  delegation  viewed  the  different  types  of  core 
stored  at  the  MCRF.  Core  from  a drillhole  in  the 
Athabasca  Basin  was  laid  out  for  display  in  the  core 
study  area.  Many  questions  were  asked,  ranging  from 
general  geology  of  Alberta  to  AGS'  role  in  acquiring 
mineral  core.  However,  the  majority  of  the  questions 
were  about  the  rules  and  regulations  imposed  by  the 
province  on  mineral  exploration  companies,  such  as 
land  tenure  issues,  exploration  permit  applications  and 
confidentiality  of  core  and  assessment  reports.  The 
delegation  found  the  tour  worthwhile  and  interesting  and 
AGS  enjoyed  hosting  our  international  colleagues.  ♦> 


Story  Contact  Information 

The  following  AGS  staff  may  be  contacted  for  further  information  on  their  articles  or  citations. 

Dr.  Stefan  Bachu  Honoured  as  Nobel  Laureate  Stefan  Bachu  (780)  427-1517 

MCRF  Hosts  International  Visitors  John  Jamieson  (780)  427-0030 

Alberta  Beneath  Our  Feet  Wins  Award  (geosci@telusplanet.net) 

Staff  may  also  be  contacted  via  e-mail  by  entering  the  author’s  first  name.last  name@eub.ca 
Comments  and  suggestions  for  Rock  Chips  may  be  sent  to  Maryanne  Protz  at  maryanne.protz@eub.ca 
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Conferences  Involving 
Alberta  Geological  Survey 

%#  w 


Mineral  Exploration  Roundup  2008 

January  28-29,  2008 
Westin  Bayshore 
Vancouver,  British  Columbia 
Booth  #F23 
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Digital  Datasets 


LIBRARY  AND  ARCHIVES  CANADA 
Bibliotheque  et  Archives  Canada 


DIG  2007-0076  Surface  Water  Chemistry  Data  from 
the  Athabasca  Oil  Sands  In-Situ  Area  — 
Tabular  Data.  66  KB  zip  file. 


PDAC  Convention  2008 

March  2-5,  2008 

Metro  Toronto  Convention  Centre  - South  Building 
Toronto,  Ontario 

Calgary  Mining  Forum 

April  15-18,  2008 
Ramada  Hotel 
Calgary,  Alberta 


Earth  Sciences  Reports 

ESR  2007-06  Edson  CBM  Exploration  Block  — 

Alberta,  Ardley  Coal  Zone  Characterization 
and  Sandstone  Channels  Geometry.  456  MB 
PDF.  $20.00. 

Maps 

MAP  396  Surficial  Geology,  Mega  River,  Alberta. 

Scale  1:100  000.  24.2  MB  PDF.  $20.00. 

(Also  released  as  Geological  Survey  of 
Canada  Open  File  5237). 


AGS  Locations 

The  main  office  of  the  Alberta  Geological  Survey  is 
located  at 

4th  Floor,  Twin  Atria  Building 
4999  - 98th  Avenue 
Edmonton,  Alberta 
Canada  T6B  2X3 
Tel:  (780)  422-1927 


The  Alberta  Geological  Survey  Information  Centre  is 
located  at  the  address  above  and  may  be  contacted  at 
Tel:  (780)  422-1927 
E-mail:  EUB.AGS-Infosales@eub.ca 


Our  Mineral  Core  Research  Facility  (MCRF)  is  located 
at 

4504  Eleniak  Road 
Edmonton,  Alberta 

For  information  on  the  MCRF  or  to  book  a visit,  contact 
Rob  Natyshen  by  phone  at  (780)  466-1779  or  by  e-mail  at 
Rob  Natyshen@eub,ca 
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